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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR  
LINCOLNWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT 74 

 
TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2008 

 
The meeting of the Board of Education was held in the council chambers of the Village of  
Lincolnwood, 6900 N. Lincoln Avenue, Lincolnwood, Il linois. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
A Closed Session was held at 7:00 p.m., prior to the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education.  No 
action was taken as a result of the Closed Session.  
 
 
DISTRICT RECOGNTION- Some of the Rutledge Hall music students, under the direction of 
Brunella Carlberg, Rutledge Hall Music Teacher, were present at this meeting to entertain the Board 
of Education and the audience.   Those present were: 
  
3rd grade Ukulele/and singing 5th grade Guitar/and singing 
Eden Perl       Hannah Whited    
Augustine Ahn       Christina Boyle  
Andy Lieu       Evonne Le 
Jessica Gassel       Anthony Fourkas 
Larissa Mihulet      Benjamin Slesinger 
Bianca Pop       Oriana Jastrembsky 
Emily Silber  
Kristeen Bebla          
4th grade Recorder and Singers     
Emery Perl    
Kate Silber    
Shejla Taletovic   
Barry Ruderman   
Warqah Jamal    
Emma Greene    
Reem Darwish   
Katrina Nickell   
Emily Voss   
Sulejman Kolari   
Jazmyn Trinos   
Britney Tereza   
Fabeiha Khan  
Kaylie Dyer (Sang only)   
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Member Ruderman moved to approve those items on the Consent Agenda. 

 
a. Minutes 
 1.  Finance Meeting Minutes:  None presented  
 2.  Regular Meeting Minutes:  February 6, 2008     
 3.  Closed Session Minutes: February 6, 2008 and February 12, 2008  
b. Bills Payable:   $870,509.40 
c. Parental Leave: Nancy NasbyÐuse of 30 sick days beginning August 25, 2008. 

 
The motion was seconded by Member Davros. 
 
Upon being put to vote, the motion carried, the vote being: 
 
Ayes:  Davros, Fourkas, Koder, Langer, Nickell, Perl, Ruderman 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  None  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Reduction In Force Notification 
 
The Board is required to comply with Article 10 of the Il linois School Code and the Lincolnwood 
TeacherÕs Agreement that written notifi cation of termination shall be given to teachers not less than 
sixty (60) days before the end of the school year.  
 
Member Koder moved to approve the Reduction in Force notifi cations as recommended by the 
Superintendent as they appear in the March 4, 2008 Board Book. 
 
The motion was seconded by Member Perl. 
 
Upon being put to vote, the motion carried, the vote being: 
 
Ayes:  Davros, Fourkas, Koder, Langer, Nickell, Perl, Ruderman 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  None  
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District Land-use Planner 
 
Member Ruderman moved that the Board of Education direct Scott Jackson, District 74 Business 
Manger to contact Alan Kracower of Kracower and Associates  and ask that he review the Village of 
LincolnwoodÕs development plan and report his findings to the Board of Education for a fee not to 
exceed $2000. 
 
The motion was seconded by Member Koder. 
 
Upon being put to vote, the motion carried, the vote being: 
 
Ayes:  Davros, Fourkas, Koder, Langer, Nickell, Perl, Ruderman 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  None  
 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 
 NTDSE/District 807 Report Ð Member Koder stated that a decision on the 807 

Superintendent/Executive Director has been announced. Tarin Kendrick. 
 IASB (Il linois Association of School Boards) Ð No report  
 ED RED Ð No report 
 Reminders and Announcements Ð President Davros stated that the reorganizational meeting 

will be held at the April 1, 2008 Board Meeting. 
 Finance Committee Meeting Report, February 25, 2008 - Member Ruderman explained that 

there was a discussion regarding the displeasure with the performance of the audit fi rm, Mi ller 
Cooper.  Member Ruderman and Mr. Jackson will meet with Mi ller Cooper Principal, Andy 
Mace, to outline the specifi c expectations of the Board. 

  
Member Ruderman also stated that the SuperintendentÕs Salary was approved at the Open 
Finance Meeting on February 25, 2008.  The vote was as follows: 

  
 Superintendent’s Contract Extension 
 Member Langer moved to extend Superintendent Mark KlaisnerÕs contract one additional year.  
  
 The motion was seconded by Member  Ruderman. 
 

Upon being put to vote, the motion carried, the vote being: 
 
Ayes: Davros, Koder, Langer, Nickell, Perl, Ruderman 
Nays: None 
Absent: Fourkas  
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Superintendent’s Salary Increase 
Member Koder moved that the Board of Education approve a 6% increase in salary for 
Superintendent Mark Klaisner. 

 
 The motion was seconded by Member Langer.  
 

Upon being put to vote, the motion carried, the vote being: 
 
 
Ayes: Davros, Koder, Langer, Nickell, Perl, Ruderman 
Nays: None 
Absent: Fourkas  

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

LTA Report - None . 
 
Foundation Report: Brunella Carlberg gave a brief update on the Foundation and reported 

that the guitars the students were using were funded through the Foundation.  In addition to the 
guitars, $1500 was given to each District 74 school library for multi-cultural books.  

 
PTA Report: PTA President, Julie Turrel explained that the Wellness Day Walk-a-thon would 

be held on the District 74 campus on March 20th.  Students are urged to get sponsors, but should 
not go door to door.   Olympic Night will be held at Lincoln Hall on March 14th.  The John 
Cahill Community scholarship deadline is April 1.   The next PTA Regular Meeting is Monday 
night at 7 p.m.  at Rutledge Hall. 

 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE REPORTS 
 
Curriculum and Instruction (a more in depth report may be viewed on the District website at 
www.sd74.org) 
 
 
IMAGE/ISAT Testing  
Dr. Ben Ditkowsky explained that State and Federal legislation require the academic achievement of 
all students to be assessed annually. Based on a ruling by the Federal Government, the assessment of  
students learning to speak English has changed. The Illinois Measure of Annual Growth in English 
(IMAGE) is no longer an approved measure for the purposes of No Child Left Behind and Adequate 
Yearly Progress. He discussed what is being done and the potential impact for the district. 
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Pre Kindergarten Presentation and Fee Approval 
A PowerPoint presentation was shown of the many learning activities in the Pre Kindergarten 
classroom. The class is taught by Terry Froman and teaching assistant Judi Snyder. The emphasis is 
placed on language development and early reading skills. Dr. Brandt noted that this program is self 
sustaining and after reviewing costs, the administration did not believe it would be necessary to 
implement a tuition increase for the 2008-2009.  
 
Member Nickell moved that the Board of Education approve the Pre-Kindergarten fees at $2,400 per 
student. 
 
The motion was seconded by Member Perl. 
 
Upon being put to vote, the motion carried, the vote being: 
 
Ayes:  Davros, Fourkas, Koder, Langer, Nickell, Perl, Ruderman 
Nays:  None 
Absent:    None  
 
 
FINANCE  
 
 
Extra Duty Stipends 
Extra Duties are part of the student school environment and are paid to staff members who perform 
the duties. The increase of 3% is outlined in the LTA contract.   
 
Member Perl moved that the Board of Education approved the 3% increase for Extra Duty Stipends 
(total increase of $4,254.67) as out lined in the LTA Contract. 
 
The motion was seconded by Member Koder. 
 
Upon being put to vote, the motion carried, the vote being: 
 
Ayes:  Davros, Fourkas, Koder, Langer, Nickell, Perl, Ruderman 
Nays:  None 
Absent: None 
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
 
 
Landscape Contract 
 
Member Koder moved that the Board of Education direct Scott Jackson to sign the Contour 
Landscaping Maintenance Agreement as it appeared in the March 4, 2008 Board Book in the amount 
of $4,887 per month (for 8 months). 
 
The motion was seconded by Member Nickell. 
 
Upon being put to vote, the motion carried, the vote being: 
 
Ayes:  Davros, Fourkas, Koder, Langer, Nickell, Perl, Ruderman 
Nays:  None 
Absent: None 
 
 
Request for Proposal – Energy Conservation 
Superintendent Klaisner asked that this item be withdrawn.  He explained that he believes that it 
would be beneficial to hear the report from the Land-Use Planner that the Board just approved.  He 
did state that he would like to move forward with immediate/emergency needs of this district. 
 
 
PERSONNEL/POLICY PLANNING Ð Superintendent Klaisner explained that the Food Allergy 
Policy has been reviewed by the Administrators and is now being reviewed by the school nurses.  
This item will be placed on the April 22, 2008 Policy Committee Agenda. 
  
(All District 74 policies may be reviewed by going to www.iasb.com and then to District 74 
policies.  (Please note, if policies are approved during a meeting, they may not be available on 
the IASB Website for 30 days.) 
 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
 
Strategic Plan 
The Strategic Planning Committee is made up of parents, community members, teachers, 
administrators, and staff.   This committee met on February 11th to review the progress of the 2007-
2008 Strategic Plan and to design goals and activities for the 2008-2009 Strategic Plan.   The Plan 
was submitted at this meeting for Board approval. The Strategic Planning process will occur annually 
in February to ensure the continual improvement of Lincolnwood School District 74. 
 
Member Nickell moved to approve the 2008-2009 Strategic Plan as presented at the March 4, 2008 
Board Meeting. 
 
The motion was seconded by Member Ruderman. 
 
Upon being put to vote, the motion carried. 
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ELL Newcomer Center 
The Niles Township Superintendents have studied the feasibility of opening a Newcomer Center that 
would provide a multitude of services to our families that are new to America and the American 
school system.   The Newcomer Center would be located in a portion of District 68Õs Administrative 
offi ces.  The plan would be to have the 10 districts commit to support the Center for up to three years 
at a maximum cost of $12.50 per student per year (based on district enrollment).  The 
SuperintendentÕs Association is actively looking for grant funding to reduce the per student cost for 
districts.  The Village of Skokie has already donated $7,500 to the project and other possibilities are 
being pursued including possible Congressional financial support.  The Niles Township 
SuperintendentÕs Association is asking the ten districtÕs Board of Education to vote to commit to this 
project.  Seven of the ten districtÕs Boards have met and have committed to support of the project.  
Districts 67, and 69 will be meeting next week. 
Fiscal Impact:  A three year commitment of a maximum of $12.50 per student per year (1200 students 
= $15,000).  
 
Board members shared the pros and cons of this program and its financial impact to the District 
regarding the costs and how it may affect the need for a referendum in the future. 
 
Member Koder moved that the Board of Education approve the three year commitment of a 
maximum of $12.50 per student per year (1200 students = $15,000) for the Newcomer Center as 
outlined. 
 
The motion was seconded by Member Perl. 
 
Upon being put to vote, the motion carried, the vote being: 
 
Ayes:  Davros, Fourkas, Koder, Langer, Nickell, Perl, Ruderman 
Nays:  None 
Absent: None 
         
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board of Education, Member Ruderman moved to 
adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:40 p.m.  
 
The motion was seconded by Member Koder. 
 
Upon being put to vote, the motion carried. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Michael G. Davros, President 
 
 
      ___   _____________________________ 
      David Koder, Vice President/Secretary 


